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During the Spanish revolution of 1869 it looked for a moment 
as though a uniting of the two Iberian states was close at hand. 
After the abdication of Queen Isabella Il., General Juan Prim, 
at that time the predominant personality in Madrid, sent 
agents to Lisbon to offer the Portuguese Ex-Regent, Ferdinand 
von Coburg, the vacant Spanish crown. While these negotia- 
tions were to remain — from the point of view of world history 
— an intermezzo without consequences, they did arouse the 
phantasy of our anonymous English caricaturist. In the outline 
of the Iberian Peninsula, Spain is presented as a lady with 
wind-blown hair and veil as well as a yellow skirt with flowers. 
Portugal, however, is presented as a bear in the national 
colors red and green. The lady offers the bear a huge bunch 
of grapes which the latter, however, does not want to accept. It 
is true, nevertheless, that the resistance against such an 
alliance was more widespread in Portugal than in Spain, but 
such resentment originated — although the picture suggests 
the opposite — from a feeling of inferiority toward the great 
neighbor in the east. Irony of history: The negotiations with 
Ferdinand failed because of his desire for a passage to be 
included in the contract which was to exclude unification once 
and for all. 
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